City of Malibu

23825 Stuart Ranch Road - Malibu, California - 90265-4861
Phone (310) 456-2489 - Fax (310) 456-3356 - www.malibucity.org

October 7, 2025

David Richardson

Acting Administrator

Federal Emergency Management Agency
500 C Street SW

Washington, D.C. 20472

RE: Letter Of Support For Los Angeles County Wildfire Mitigation Pilot Program
Dear Administrator Richardson and Grant Administration Staff,

On behalf of the City of Malibu, I write to support the Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
(“LA County Planning”) application to FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.

In January 2025, Los Angeles County and the City of Malibu was ravaged by destructive fires — the Palisades
and Eaton Fires — in the wildland urban interface. These fires crossed multiple jurisdictions affecting both
public and private lands. In the aftermath of these declared disasters, recovery and rebuild efforts have
necessitated and highlighted the importance of cross-collaboration and coordination across numerous agencies.
A prime opportunity presents itself during this time of recovery and rebuild to implement fire mitigation
projects to increase resiliency across the fire-affected region. But coordination across such a large region absent
a structured, multi-agency system makes it difficult to quickly and effectively implement projects, leaving
communities vulnerable to the next fire.

LA County Planning proposes to establish two Joint Powers Authorities, one in the Santa Monica Mountains
and one in the San Gabriel Mountains, that will support long-term regional coordination and sustainable
financing for regional wildfire mitigation. They are suited to lead this effort as they have served an integral
role in the coordination amongst and between local, State, and federal agencies. As the lead on the Los Angeles
County OEM Rebuild and Long-Term Recovery Task Force for the January 2025 Fires, LA County Planning
led the development of a resilient rebuild guide and continues to identify solutions to rebuild barriers.

The City of Malibu looks forward to working collaboratively with Los Angeles County and our fellow
jurisdictions to develop a comprehensive resilience strategy that respects local autonomy while providing the
coordination and resources necessary for effective recovery. We believe this balanced approach can deliver
the benefits of unified action while preserving the distinctive character and governance principles that define
our individual communities. We recognize the importance of a collaborative approach to wildfire mitigation
and resiliency across the region and are strongly committed to supporting this effort, and urge awarding this
application.



http://www.malibucity.org/

Sincerely,
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Marianne Riggins
Mayor, City of Malibu




